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That is justice. Then he came down from his position as judge and he wrote a 
cheque for the amount of the fine. He gave it to his friend, saying that he would pay 
the penalty for him. That is love. 
 
It is an illustration of what we, as Christians, believe God has done for the people of 
the world, including you and me. In His justice, He judges us because we are guilty, 
but then in His love, He sacrificed His son Jesus and paid the penalty for us.  This is 
why Easter is such a significant and special time.  At Easter we remember the death 
and resurrection of Jesus who we believe to be the Son of God and our Saviour and 
Lord.  At Easter we remember the love and the grace and the mercy of God 
demonstrated so visibly ‘in action’, so that those who believe can know and 
experience His forgiveness for the past, God with us in the present and a wonderful 
hope for the future.  Easter is a time of celebration for Jesus rose from the dead as a 
sign that He was who He said He was and that all that He said was true.  Easter is a 
time to give thanks to God…  
‘Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has 
given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 
the dead, and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade--kept in heaven 
for you, who through faith are shielded by God's power until the coming of the 
salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time.’  
        (1 Peter 1:3-5)   
‘The Message’, a paraphrase of the Bible, puts the same verses like this: 
What a God we have! And how fortunate we are to have Him, this Father of our 
Master Jesus. Because Jesus was raised from the dead, we’ve been given a brand 
new life and have everything to live for, including a future in heaven – and the future 
starts now! God is keeping a careful watch over us and the future. The Day is 
coming when you’ll have it all – life healed and whole.’  
 
Every blessing, 
 
Jonathan 

********* 
 
 

 
EASTER FLOWERS 

 
 
Once again we are grateful to Marilyn Robinson and her team for 
decorating our Chapel at Easter time. She would be grateful for 
your gifts of flowers and foliage and asks that they be brought to 
Fellowship Hall on Saturday, April 15th at 2.00pm. She would also be 
very grateful for any help in arranging the displays.   
 
Robert or Marilyn would also be happy to receive any donations 

towards flowers beforehand. 
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Cavendish Circular 
 
It is often said that the interval between New Year and Spring can seem rather ‘flat’    
with Christmas a distant memory, Easter some weeks away, and Spring  keeping a 
low profile just now despite this being written on what is officially termed the first 
day of Spring! Some unlucky people suffer from the appropriately named “SAD” 
syndrome when the lack of sunlight affects their mood, making them morose and 
depressed.  However, things  never seem dull in the life of HPB and the New Year 
has continued to offer up fresh challenges and interesting avenues for us to follow.  
 
We have already held a postcard delivery, detailing our Junior Church activities, in 
the local community. This took place after Sunday morning worship and was followed 
by a ‘Bring and Share’ Lunch. Two Church meetings have been held (one general 
and one financial) at our new time, shortly after the Sunday morning service. This 
has proved a successful move with more members being able to attend. 
 
Jonathan has recently introduced a new series of sermons based on the Ten 
Commandments and these have proved both challenging and thought provoking. 
The Lent courses, run by ‘Churches Together in Highams Park’ are under way and 
plans for our ‘Cell Groups’ are completed and due to start after Easter.  
 
Our member Jan Saha continues to improve following her hip fracture, and was 
absolutely thrilled to receive the card, prepared by our Creche and signed by the 
fellowship, which was sent to her recently. She hopes to return to England at the end 
of April. We  send her our loving best wishes and continue to pray for her speedy 
and complete recovery. 
 
Our friend Jan Smithers underwent a hip operation at the beginning of March and is 
making good progress. It was great to see her at Church recently,  and we hope this 
procedure will leave her pain-free and with greater mobility.                                                               
 
A number of our fellowship have been unwell: Doris Jones suffered a fall  recently, 
and Joan Gwilliams became ill just before a recent holiday, while Sylvia Tomlinson, 
also fell badly at home and suffered an extremely painful torn muscle. We do pray 
that all these and others who have been unwell  will soon be restored to good 
health.  
 
Our thoughts are with Tanya Bond at this time as her Grandfather is suffering from a 
recurrence of cancer. Tanya was able to visit him in Canada at the beginning of this 
year and we  pray for the whole family as they support him through this. 
 
On a Sunday in February it was great to see our friends and former members, Gwen 
Hunn and her brother Roger Parmenter visiting us for morning worship. Gwen was 
enjoying a visit to London and enjoyed the opportunity of seeing everyone at HPB, 
as well as spending time with her family.  
 
Another welcome visitor that morning to our worship was Mel Wood, back in 
Chingford with Karen and Katie to finalise their moving plans.  They are settling well 
into Sussex life, and Katie is particularly enjoying her new School. They hope to be 
able to inform us soon of their new, permanent address.       
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Friends will be saddened to hear of the death of  Marilyn, our former member Eileen 
Carter’s daughter, in mid March after a long illness. Eileen, together with both her 
daughters, was an active member of our fellowship and Girls Brigade for many years, 
and held in much affection by all. She has been helped greatly by the prayers 
surrounding her at this sad time. Please remember also her daughter Pauline, who is 
presently undergoing tests for a recurrence of her illness. 
 
We continue to uphold Ken Evans in prayer. Ken is continuing to receive 
chemotherapy while awaiting surgery and we remember him, Anne and the family as 
they support each other through this difficult time. 
 
Dave Evans has now commenced his Clinical Trial and we pray that the treatment 
will prove of great  benefit to him. His wife Gaye  recently underwent a gall-bladder 
removal operation which she has recovered well from and is now back at home. 
Congratulations to her also on gaining a new promotion at work which it is hoped will 
lead to exciting new challenges for her. We also rejoice with the whole family in their 
younger daughter Jenny’s recent decision to commit her life to Christ. Gaye and 
Dave continue to be upheld by the prayers surrounding them. 
 
Finally, we rejoice with the Jones/Norris family in Rachel Jones decision to be 
baptised! This joyous occasion will take place very appropriately on Easter Sunday, 
April 16th. Please support Rachel as she makes this important commitment and join in 
the celebration with all the family! Our love and best wishes for her future Christian 
life. 
 
CONGRATULATIONS …. AND CELEBRATIONS……!!! 
 
Let’s hear it for the Birthday Boys!….It’s time once more to send congratulations to 
those ‘Nifty Nonagarians’ amongst our Church family: Alf Thorndyke was 93 on 
Feburary 14th and Steve Curtis, 91 years young on February 19th.  Love and best 
wishes to them both, and our thanks for all their continuing contribution to our 
Church  life. 
 
BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENT 
 
Congratulations to Sylvia Tomlinson as she becomes a Great Grandmother for the 
third time! Her granddaughter Susie and husband Matthew have a new baby boy: 
Dominic Nolan, born on January 29th. This also makes Gwladys Taylor a Great Aunt 
once again; every happiness to all the family in the gift of this new life. 
 

********** 
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The tune ‘Cwm Rhondda’  to No 8 (Guide me, O thou great Redeemer) dates from 
1905 and was written by an official of the old GWR ( God’s Wonderful Railway?) The 
words are a lonely survivor of William Williams’s 800 hymns. Do congregations (and 
Welsh Male Voice Choirs) appreciate that the hymn is about the Exodus from Egypt 
to the Promised Land? Can we say here and now that we are pilgrims through this 
‘barren land?’ 
 
Similarly do congregations realise that No 3 (The day Thou gavest) is about the 
worldwide church and  not the remains of the day in spite of the popular tune’s last 
waltz rhythm? The Christian name of the composer was Clement and  either he, or 
some joker called the tune ‘St. Clement.’ 
 
How can we believe the continued popularity of No 2 (Dear Lord and Father of 
mankind) at weddings? Yes it is! Our Quaker friends do well to remind us  that God’s 
inward peace is still to be found in silence and stillness. The popular tune ‘Repton’ , 
named after a music teacher at the school is, like Jerusalem, a fine offering  from 
Hubert Parry. Is the use of the word ‘foolish’ in line 2 unique in hymn writing? What 
about the mouthful ‘inextinguishable blaze’ in ‘O thou who camest?’ 
Some final points to discuss:  
Few hymns and tunes in this list worthily represent the undoubted renaissance in 
hymnody of the past 50 years or so. At least 60% are Victorian, Edwardian or older. 
Has hymnody got stuck in the distant past? Has it suffered like preaching from 
diminishing congregations? Words and tunes should complement each other: an 
unworthy tune may deny the truth of a hymn. There is a theology of tunes as well as 
of words. The marks of a good hymn (words) include sound biblical theology, literary 
quality, relevance, meaningfulness and objectivity. A good tune should have 
singability, musical quality and memorability. 
 
A sting in the tail: beware sentimentality and introspection in worship – and 
superficiality. 
 

********** 
It’s good to talk  
 
In a recent sermon Jonathan mentioned that statistics existed that said married 
couples only spend ten minutes a day in conversation with each other.. Muttered 
comments were heard – ‘I did not think it was as long as that’ and ‘ It would be nice 
to get a word in sometimes!!’ 
 
Of course there is the theory that long time married couples have no need for 
conversation as they instinctively know what the other is going to say. The statistics 
do not lay down what is conversation – is the non-committal grunt given, when 
asked if a cup of tea would be welcome, conversation? Similarly, the word 
conversation indicates that there is an interchange of audible words – so each 
partner should have their turn and comments under one’s breath do not count… 
As with all statistics, the results are an average, so some couples talk more and 
others less. Judging by the endless conversations held at high  volume via mobile 
telephones on railway journeys, there must be a lot of people who hardly talk at all.  
 
Whatever the figure, if we only spend an average of ten minutes a day talking to our 
partners, how much time do we spend talking to God?     DL 
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EASTER PICTURES TO COLOUR 
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                         KIDS BIBLE WORDSEARCH 
 
FIT IN THE WORDS IN THE LIST INTO THE DIAGRAM BELOW 
READING FORWARD, BACKWARD, UP, DOWN, DIAGONALLY, ALWAYS IN A 
STRAIGHT LINE. 
 
ALIVE                     MARY                                   
ANGEL                    NIGHT 
BETRAYED              PILATE 
BLOOD                   RAIMENT 
BODY                     RISEN 
CHRIST                  ROBE 
CRUCIFIED             SCOURGED 
DISCIPLES             SOLDIERS 
FEET                      THIRTY 
FORSAKEN             THORNS 
FULFILLED              TOMB 
GOLGOTHA             WATCH 
JESUS 
JOY 
JUDAS 
LORD 
MAGDELINE 
 
 
 
 

C G A T H O R N S A D U J 
D R O L H X D O O L B K O 
X F U L F I L L E D D E Y 
Y J Y C G D R T P I E O R 
T E E F I O W T S N Y N A 
O S B E F F T C Y I A C M 
M U R O O O I H M G R T L 
B S P F R P R E A H T H H 
N E V I L A T S D T E K C 
B E N E L A D G A M B B T 
N O S E L E G N A K S F A 
U R D I S C O U R G E D W 
L I P Y R X R A I M E N T 

 
 
 "He is not here: for he is risen, as he said.  Come see the place where the Lord lay."   
Matthew 28:6 
 
Liz Jones                  Junior Church 
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We have in recent magazines thought about our local area, but this time we look 
more widely afield and think about London. This was prompted by a prayer that 
Jonathan used in a recent service, which led me to reflect on the ever changing face 
of London. 

 
A Prayer for London 

 
Dear Father, 
We love our city, full of life, colour, people, languages, food, culture, traffic and 
noise.  
We enjoy the history, buildings, parks, rivers, shops, museums, galleries and all that 
makes London what it is today.  
Thank you for London. 
 
We pray for London, for all it holds within itself. 
So many lives are played out in this big city.  
You are deeply interested in this place and its people.  
You care about all that happens here. 
Please bless our big city, London.  
 
Protect its streets, parks and alleyways.  
Be with the lonely, broken-hearted, homeless, sick and those in prison.  
Help the stranger find friendship and a place to rest. 
And be with me, Father, in case I should become lost in this big place. Help me to 
live with you in my home, London. 
Amen 
 
With thanks to the L.B.A (London Baptist Association). 
 
 

********** 
 
For my recent birthday I was lucky enough to receive a book on ‘The City Past’ and 
since I enjoyed it so much I followed by buying a copy of  ‘The East End Past’. As the 
titles indicate they are a, necessarily brief, history of parts of London. Social history 
fascinates me and reading these two volumes made me more aware of the way that 
a relatively few people have made such a vast difference to the way we live now. 
These were people of vision who found ways of improving both the spiritual and 
temporal well being of people around them. 
 
Where would we have been without pioneers in health such as Joseph Bazalgette 
with his work on the sewers and William Booth with his work for the poor and needy 
in the form of the Salvation Army. London has always been a melting pot with people 
coming from all parts of the British Isles and abroad. In the 1880’s Bethnal Green 
alone was more populous than major cities such as Leicester or Nottingham. What is 
also true is that the East End of London has always attracted transient populations of 
migrants – Huguenots, Jews and, latterly, people from different parts of Asia. A good 
example is a building on the corner of Fournier Street and Brick Lane.  



 
April / May 2006  
 

 
 
It started life as a Huguenot chapel in the 1700’s. In 1809 the Methodists took over; 
then in 1897 it changed to a Synagogue and from 1976 it has been a Mosque. There 
is a motto on the building: ‘Umbra Sumus – We are Shadows’ – how true.  
 
Much of the story of London is based on different religions and many of its buildings 
were built to glorify the gods – from The Temple of Mithras in the City to, perhaps 
the best known, St. Paul’s Cathedral. There is a lot of history still to be seen and in 
this respect I always remember some advice given to me by a friend many years ago 
– it is ‘look up’ – some of the best sights are not at eye level but high up on buildings 
– it makes a walk round London much more interesting. 
 
Dave Lyus 
 

********** 
We promised you more of Mavis’s finds: 
 
Notice outside a Nottingham Church: 
 

‘This Church is not just four weddings and a funeral.’ 
 
From outside a village church: 
 

‘Worn out? – come inside for a service’ 
 

********** 
 
And finally a thought of Easter 
 

The tomb of Christ is but the bed 
He rested on three days. 
Easter morn He rose again, 
The flower of our spring. 
On Him, arisen from the dead, 
Must we, though flesh decays, 
Bestow our faith that when we die 
Our souls, like His, shall not long lie 
Forsaken in our tomb. 
Christ shall, with deep affection, when 
He sees our soul's affliction, then 
Redeem us with His pain. 
In His eternal suffering 
Shall we find grace enough to bring 
The seed of faith to bloom 
(Anon) 
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CHURCH DIARY 
 

April 2006 
 
Sunday 2nd   10 am    Morning Service with Communion   

conducted by Rev. Jonathan Boyce 
 

6 pm   Parade Service     
   conducted by Rev. Jonathan Boyce 

 
Monday 3rd   8 pm  Junior Church Teachers’ Meeting at the Church 
 
Thursday 6th  7:30 pm D.I.Y Cookery at the Church  
 
Sunday 9th   10 am   Morning Service: Palm Sunday  
    conducted by Rev. Jonathan Boyce    
 
Thursday 13th 8 pm  Maundy Thursday Service with Communion 
    (with Video ‘Three Days that changed the World’) 
 
Friday 14th     10:30 am Good Friday Walk of Witness  
    (beginning with a short service at H.P.B.C and  
    ending with service and lunch at All Saints, H.P)  
 
Sunday 16th  10 am Easter Sunday All-Age Family Service: Baptismal 

Service with Communion  
conducted by Rev. Jonathan Boyce 
 

Sunday 23rd 10 am  Morning Service 
    conducted by Jenny Howland 
 
Sunday 30th  10 am  Morning Service with Communion 
    conducted by Rev. Jonathan Boyce 
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May 2006 
 

Thursday 4th  7:30 pm D.I.Y Cookery at the Church  
 
  7:45 pm Church Council Meeting at 21 Warboys Crescent 

 
Sunday 7th    10 am  Morning Service 
    conducted by Rev. Jonathan Boyce 
 
    6 pm  Parade Service      
    conducted by Rev. Jonathan Boyce 
    
Sunday 14th  10 am  Morning Service with Communion 
    conducted by Rev. Jonathan Boyce 
 
Sunday 21st   10:30 am All Age Family Service: 
   G.B. District Parade Service  
    conducted by Rev. Jonathan Boyce    
 
Sunday 28th  10 am  Morning Service with Communion   
    conducted by Rev. Jonathan Boyce 
 

************ 
 
 

Forthcoming events 
 

 A provisional date of 15th July has been set for this year’s Open Garden’s day – we 
hope to bring you more news next time. 
 
In our next issue: ‘What has Home Mission got to do with me?’ 
 
 

 
 

 
The deadline for items for June / July  edition is Sunday  14th May 

Editors:  Dave & Jacquie Lyus,  25 Gordon Ave., Highams Park, E4  9QT     020 8527 1505 
Email: davelyus@yahoo.co.uk 

 


